
A Keinton Theologist understands… 
 

Based on the Somerset Agreed Syllabus (2026) 
Substantive Concepts 

  By the end of EYFS... 
By the end of Key Stage 

1... 
By the end of  

Lower Key Stage 2... 
By the end of  

Upper Key Stage 2... 

Personal and 
Collective 

How beliefs, religions and 
worldviews shape identity, 
belonging and community. 

• What does it mean to 
belong? 

• How do beliefs shape 
identity? 

• How do communities 
express shared values? 

People belong to different 
families, communities and 
religions. We all belong in 

different ways. 

Belonging to a religion or 
worldview means being 

part of a community. 
Symbols and celebrations 

can show belonging. 

Belonging to a religion or 
worldview influences how people 

live and what they value. 
Communities share beliefs, 

traditions and practices. 

Identity is shaped by beliefs, 
experiences and communities. 
People may express belonging 

differently within the same 
worldview. 

Belong, family, friend, 
community, celebrate, 
special 

Belonging, group, religion 
church / mosque / temple 
/ synagogue, festival, 
symbol, special clothes 

Belonging, identity, faith, symbol, tradition, community, values, 
religion, diversity, commitment, ritual, belief, worldview, inclusion, 
expression 

Origin and 
Expression 

 

It encourages pupils to 
understand where beliefs 
come from and how they are 
expressed through worship, 
rituals, symbols and daily 
life. 

• Where do beliefs come 
from? 

• How are beliefs 
expressed? 

• How do beliefs influence 
actions and choices? 

People believe different 
things. Beliefs can affect how 

people live and celebrate. 

Religious people learn 
from stories, teachings 

and sacred texts. Beliefs 
are expressed through 

prayer, worship and 
festivals. 

Sacred texts, stories and 
teachings influence believers. 
Beliefs are expressed through 
worship, rituals and symbols. 

Religious and non-religious 
worldviews draw on different 

sources of authority. Beliefs may 
be interpreted and expressed in 

different ways. 

Believe, God, pray, celebrate, 
special, story 

Belief, worship, prayer 
holy book, church / 
mosque / temple / 
synagogue, festival, 
leader 

Faith, ritual, sacred, teaching, commandment, pilgrimage, community, 
doctrine, practice, interpretation, tradition, authority, spirituality, 
diversity of belief 

Meaning and 
Purpose 

 

It supports philosophical and 
theological thinking, helping 
pupils grapple with life's big 
questions. 

• What is the purpose of 
life? 

• Why do people suffer? 

• What do different 
worldviews say about 
truth? 

People ask big questions 
about life and the world. 
Stories can help us think 
about right and wrong. 

Religions and worldviews 
help people understand 

the world and their place 
in it. Stories and beliefs 
give meaning to life and 

guide choices. 

Religions and worldviews offer 
answers to life's big questions. 
People find meaning through 

beliefs, stories and experiences. 

Different religions and worldviews 
offer different understandings of 

life, purpose and truth. People 
explore meaning through 

reflection, belief and questioning. 

Question, why, story, right, 
wrong, special 

Meaning, truth, belief, 
God, creation, right and 
wrong, heaven 

Purpose, truth, belief, afterlife, suffering, soul, creation stories, 
existence, morality, interpretation, philosophy, worldview, ultimate 
questions, meaning of life 

Ethics and Values 

 

It helps pupils explore 
how beliefs and values 
influence choices, 

People make choices about 
what is right and wrong. We 
can show kindness, fairness 

and care for others. 

Religions and worldviews 
teach values that help 

people make good 
choices. 

 

Beliefs and values help people 
make moral decisions. 

Communities often share values 
such as honesty, compassion and 

justice. 

Different worldviews offer 
different approaches to moral 
decision-making. People may 
disagree about ethical issues 

whilst sharing common values. 



behaviour and ways of 
living. 

• What makes 
something right or 
wrong? 

• How do people 
make moral 
decisions? 

• How do values 
influence 
behaviour? 

kind, caring, fair, choice, 
share, help 
 

right, wrong, rules, value, 
honesty, respect, 
kindness 
 

morality, compassion, justice, 
responsibility, empathy, fairness, 
consequence 
 

ethics, moral dilemma, virtue, 
principle, integrity, equality, 
human rights 
 

Influence and 
Power 

 

It helps pupils explore how 
religions and worldviews 
influence individuals, 
communities and society. 

• How do beliefs 
shape society? 

• How do leaders 
influence others? 

• How do people use 
beliefs to create 
change? 

Special people can help and 
guide others. 

Religious leaders and 
important figures can 

influence communities 
and choices. 

Religious and community leaders 
influence how people live and 

behave. Beliefs can affect actions 
and decisions. 

Religions and worldviews have 
influenced societies throughout 

history. Beliefs can inspire 
personal and social change. 

leader, help, guide, role 
model, community 
 

influence, leader, 
example, follower, 
community, change 
 

authority, inspiration, leadership, 
campaign, influence, action 
 

power, reform, activism, social 
justice, prejudice, discrimination, 
equality 
 

Place and Time 

 

It helps pupils explore how 
beliefs develop across 
different places, cultures and 
periods of history. 

• How have beliefs 
changed over time? 

• How does place 
influence belief? 

• Why do traditions 
continue? 

Different people celebrate 
special times in different 

ways. 

Religious festivals and 
traditions take place in 
different places around 

the world. 

Religions have histories and 
traditions. Beliefs are practised in 

different places and cultures. 

Religious and non-religious 
worldviews develop over time. 
Historical and cultural contexts 
influence beliefs and practices. 

past, present, festival, 
celebration, country 
 

tradition, history, festival, 
place, culture, journey 
 

heritage, pilgrimage, civilisation, 
sacred place, diversity 
 

chronology, migration, 
interpretation, continuity, 
change, global worldview 
 

 


